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1. INTRODUCTION 

This report summarises the response to the public feedback exhibition, designed to 

give residents the chance to make comments on the proposals for the expansion of 

Newark to the south, providing up to 6,000 new homes, 75 hectares of employment 

land and a new southern link road between the A1 and A46. 

 

167 people attended the feedback exhibition including county, district, town and 

parish councillors, local residents and other stakeholders. Comments were submitted 

on feedback forms both at the exhibition and, subsequently, via a free post address 

and email. 

 

This report gives details of the exhibition and summarises the feedback received. 

 

It has been prepared by Green Issues Communications, a specialist community 

consultation company.  The contents of the report will be incorporated into a 

Statement of Community Engagement which will explain how the requirements for 

public consultation have been met. The statement will be submitted as part of the 

Newark Future outline planning application.  
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2. EXHIBITION SUMMARY 

The exhibition was held at the Millgate Community Centre, Pelham Street, between 

10 am and 4 pm on 24 January 2009. The purpose of this exhibition was to 

demonstrate to residents before submission of a planning application how the issues 

they raised during the preceding ‘three pillars’ of consultation had been addressed. 

 

Invitations were mailed to over 700 local households including residents who had 

attended previous exhibitions and completed feedback forms, people who attended 

workshops or who had otherwise registered interest in the proposals, and people 

who live within, or adjacent to, the application site. In addition, all Newark & 

Sherwood District Councillors received invitations as did local county councillors, 

parish councils and representative groups. A quarter-page advertisement was placed 

in the Newark Advertiser and the exhibition also received editorial coverage.  

 

The information boards were also published online, with a feedback mechanism 

included, to enable people to view and comment on the proposals via the internet.  

 

2.1 Exhibition Format 

The exhibition comprised 13 display boards which summarised the history of the 

project and the consultation programme, described the evolution of the master plan, 

displayed the master plan and sample character areas, and explained how traffic 

and transport, flood and surface water management, environmental, community 

facility, open space, and employment issues had been addressed. 

 

Representatives from Catesby Property Group, Barton Willmore (Planning 

Consultants and Masterplanning), WSP (transport and flooding), Waterman CPM 

(archaeology, ecology and heritage) and Green Issues Communications attended to 

discuss the proposals and answer questions. 

 

Each attendee was given the opportunity to complete a feedback form and return it 

either at the exhibition itself, via the website, or by sending it to a freepost address 

after the event.  
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3. SUMMARY OF FEEDBACK 

The feedback form asked: 

We are interested in receiving feedback on the Newark Future proposals 

prior to the submission of our planning application. Please use this space to 

give us your comments. 

 

69 feedback forms were received. Many people used their forms to comment on 

multiple topics. Nineteen respondents chose to leave their contact details.  

 

3.1 Frequent comments 

The comments made most frequently were: 

 

Frequency of 
Comment 

Comment 

18 I am concerned about the increase in traffic.  

8 I am apprehensive about flooding.  

7 I am concerned about the impact on local schools/ 
secondary schools.  

6 I am concerned about the impact upon local infrastructure. 

5 The development looks good. 

5 I am concerned about a single carriageway southern link 
road – it should be dualled. 

4 Is this possible given the current economic climate? 

2 Good exhibition/helpful staff.  

2 Where will the new residents work? 

2 This may have a negative impact on the environment.  

2 The Growth Point is not needed. 

2 I have concerns about parking.  

2 This Southern Relief Road should be closer to Farndon. 

2 I am concerned about the access points.  

2 I am concerned about the scale. 
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The remainder of the feedback can be split into the following categories; Traffic and 

Transport, Environment, Jobs and Industry, Questions posed and Miscellaneous 

Comments.  

 

3.1.1 Traffic and Transport 

Frequency of 
Comment 

Comment 

1 The ring road is good.  

1 I have road infrastructure concerns.  

1 Newark needs a fully integrated public transport system.  

1 Funding must be given to buses.  

1 Consideration should be given to Park & Ride facilities.  

1 The link road is vital.  

1 The Southern Relief Road does not include the A46 
bypass positioning.  

 

3.1.2 Environment 

Frequency of 
Comment 

Comment 

1 I am concerned about pollution.  

1 This development is not sustainable.  

1 Loss of green space is an issue. 

1 I am concerned about the new ‘energy centre’ (ie CHP). 

1 I have concerns about the sustainability of the homes.  

1 This will damage the River Devon’s Eco system. 

1 Wildlife area not large enough.  

1 The Wetlands area is not large enough.  

1 I am concerned about noise pollution. 

1 I am concerned about drainage. 

 

3.1.3 Jobs and Industry 

Frequency of 
Comment 

Comment 

1 The business park is the most contentious part of the 
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scheme because it extends into the countryside.  

1 Jobs need to be provided for local people.  

1 It is important to carefully plan the type of industrial units.  

 

3.1.4 Questions Posed 

Frequency of 
Comment 

Comment 

1 Who will buy these houses? 

1 How will the new residents contribute to Newark? 

1 What employers will be attracted to this site? 

1 What affect will this development have on Newark town 
centre? 

1 How will this integrate with Newark? 

1 How much of this development will be ‘affordable’? 

 

3.1.5 Miscellaneous Comments 

Frequency of 
Comment 

Comment 

1 I oppose the construction of 6,000 homes.  

1 Not enough detail.  

1 I am glad to see that children have been consulted. 

1 Catesby doesn’t care about Newark.  

1 An interesting development.  

1 I am very disappointed.  

1 This development should consider the residents of 
Fairway.  

1 There is a lack of detail on display.  

1 A referendum should be held on these proposals.  

1 Not enough starter homes.  
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4. FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Please contact Jon Whitehouse of Green Issues Communications: 

Address: Green Issues Communications, 50 Broadway, London SW1H 0RG 

Tel:  020 7152 4524 

Email:  jonw@greenissues.com 

 

 


